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13 THE WISDOM OF CONFUCIUS

The teachings of Confucius, who lLved from 551 B.C. 10 479 B.C., are
so rooted in Chinese culture that an understanding of China is almost
impossible without knowledge of them. The umportance of the famly
and respect for one’s elders are two themes that frequently recur in
Confucian philosephy. In the following excerpt from China: Selected
Readings, edited by Hyman Kublin, € onfuctis explains the meaning
and importance of filial piety—reverence for one’s mother and father.
As you read the excerpt, note how Confucius Suggesis filial prery may
be put into praciice.

The Scholars

?g’““ghe connecting link between serving one’s father and serving one’s
2 morher is love. The connecting link between serving one’s father and
serving one’s prince s reverence. i hus, the mother [brings forthj love,
while the prince calls forth reverence. But to the father belong both—
iove and reverence. Therefore, to serve the prince with filiality 1s to serve
him with loyaity.

T ikewise, to serve one’s elders reverently paves the way for civic
obedience. Loval and obedient without fail in the service of their snperi-
ors, they will preserve their rank and offices. For the rest, they will carry
on their family sacrifices. This is the hiliality of scholars. The Odes say:

Rise early and retire late,

Not to discredit those [from whom you are bornj.

BEADINGS IN WORLD HISTORY

The Common Peopie
Following the laws of nature; utilizing the earth to the best advantage
according to the various qualities of the soil; restricting one’s personal
desires and enjoyment in order to support one’s parents—Tthis is the
filiality of the common people. So it is that, from the Son of Heaven {the
Fmperor] to the commoners, if filial piety is not parsued from beginning
to end, disasters are sure to foilow.

“The connect-
ing link be-
tween serving
orie’s jather
and serving
one’s mother
s ove.”



The relation between fa?:her a:;d §OT IS T
into the proper relation bew

; f*listfifc. Parents give one
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life; no bond could be strong r their child with utmost
care; no love could be gr f:atﬁ S lgve others without first
loving one’s parents 1§ {0 acl agains T@ reverence Other Inen
without first reversencing One's ot against propriely. 1 we
model might 2pon such perv ople have no wue ismndard] o
follow. In this there 18 0o 5@0”‘%3:“ it is all evil. Although such a person
may gain dosition, men of learning and virtue will not esteein him.
The practice of a vIrtious man is 4ifferent: his speech 18 prat seworthy;
his actions are enj@Jab e; hus ”Wzla.ﬁehsL ness 18 respecte d; his mapagement
of affairs is [worthy of imitation]; his deportment 1 18 p’ieasmo'j his gait 15
measured. He descends to his people; Lh&ﬁf()l’& they look on him with

awe and love; they initate and seek 10 ¢ embile him. A“A us, he realizes
his own virtuous reaching and pufs mte PF ect his own directives. The
(Odes say:
The virtaous man, the pns incely one,
ﬁ‘i

Has nothing wrong it

~

he master sayd: “In shrviﬁg his parents a filial son renders wimost
respect Io L Lemn while at home; he supports them with joy; he gives them
s

tender care in sicCKIess; he grieves at their death; he s%cnﬁr‘ﬁs to them
p to these five, then he is truly

with solemmnity. If he has measure
capable of sewmg his parents.

“He who real Jy loves his parents will not be preud in high station. He
will not be insubordinate to an inferfor position. Among his eqnals he

will not be [quarrelsome]. Tobe prou” mn h,grl station is to be ruined. To
be insubordinate to an mieror gﬂsmm_ is ic incur punishment. To be
{G sarrelsomel among one’s equals leads 1o thsmal violence. As long as
these three evils are not uprocied, @ son cannot be called $ilial even
though he feast his parents daily om the three kinds of choice mesat. ...
. “When parents are alive, 10 serve themn with love and reverence; when
deceased, to cherish thelr m Hemory with deep g*ieawﬂus is the sum fotal
of man’s fundamental duty, l'lP faifillment of the mutual relations be-
tween the living and Lhe dead, the accomplishrent of the filial son’s
service of his pareats.”
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L R‘E‘AD“{NG hﬁﬂﬁw

oted in nature and develops

1. According to Confucius what paves the way for civic
obedience?’

2. Why does Confucius call loving and reverencing others with-

out first loving and reverencing one’s parents a perversiiy ?

3. Why do you think Confucius believes a son who is guilty of

the three evils cannot be considered filzai?
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